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THE TRUE REMEDY OF WAR. 

BY W. E. CHANNING, D. D. 

I have set before you what I deem the chief evil of war. 
It is moral evil. And from these views you will easily 
judge, what I regard as the true remedy of war, as the 
means of removing it, which above all others we should 
employ. If the most terrible view of war be, that it is 
the triumph and jubilee of selfish and malignant passions, 
then its true cure is to be sought in the diffusion of the 
principles of Universal Justice and Love, in that spirit of 
Jesus Christ, which expels the demons of selfishness and 
malignity from the heart. Even supposing, that war 
could be abolished by processes which leave the human 
character unchanged, that it could be terminated by the 
progress of a civilization, which, whilst softening manners, 
would not diminish the selfishness, mercenariness, hard- 
heartedness, fraud, ambition of men, its worst evils would 
still remain, and society would reap in some other forms 
the fruits of its guilt. God has ordained, that the wicked- 
ness within us shall always find its expression and 
punishment in outward evil. War is nothing more than 
a reflection or image of the soul. It is the fiend within 
coming out. Human history is nothing more, than the 
inward nature manifested in its native acts and issues. 
Let the soul continue unchanged ; and, should war cease, 
the inward plague would still find its way to the surface. 
The infernal fire at the centre of our being, though it 
should not break forth in the wasting volcano, would not 
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slumber, but by other eruptions, more insensible, yet not 
less deadly, -would lay waste human happiness. I do 
not believe, however, that any remedy but the Christian 
spirit can avail against war. The wild beast, that has 
gorged on millions of victims in every age, is not to be 
tamed by a polished or selfish civilization. Selfishness, 
however drilled into courtesy, always tends to strife. 
Man, as long as possessed by it, will sacrifice others to 
his own interest and glory, and will grow angry and 
fierce when others stand in his way. 

War will never yield but to the principles of universal 
justice and love, and these have no sure root but in the 
religion of Jesus Christ. Christianity is the true remedy 
for war, not Christianity in name, not such Christianity 
as we see, not such as has grown up under arbitrary 
governments in church and state, not such as characterizes 
any Christian sect at the present day, but Christianity 
as it lived in the soul and came forth in the life of its 
founder; a religion, that reveals man as the object of 
God's infinite love, and which commends him to the 
unbounded love of his brethren; a religion, the essence 
of which is self-denial, self-sacrifice, in the cause of 
human nature; a religion, which proscribes, as among 
the worst sins, the passion of man for rule and dominion 
over his fellow-creatures ; which knows nothing of rich 
or poor, high or low, bond or free, and casts down all the 
walls of partition which sever men from one another's 
sympathy and respect. 

Christian love alone can supplant war ; and this love is 
not a mere emotion, a tenderness awakened by human 
suffering, but an intelligent, moral, spiritual love, a per- 
ception and deep feeling of the sacredness of human 
nature, a recognition of the inalienable rights, the solemn 
claims, of every human being. It protests fearlessly 
against all wrong, no matter how obscure the victim. It 
desires to lift up each and all, no matter how fallen. It 
is a sympathy with the spiritual principle dwelling under 
every human form. This is the love which is to conquer 
war ; and as yet this has been but little diffused. The 
Quakers indeed have protested against war as unchris- 
tian, but have done little towards bringing into clear 
light, and sending forth with new power, the spirit to 
which war is to yield. Cutting themselves off by out- 
ward peculiarities from the community, secluding them- 
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selves from ordinary intercourse through fear of moral 
infection, living almost as a separate race, they have been 
little felt in society ; they have done little to awaken that 
deep religious interest in man as man, that sensibility 
to his rights, that hatred of all wrong, that thirst for 
the elevation of every human being, in which Christian 
love finds its truest manifestation. Every sect has as 
yet been too imbued with the spirit of sects, and has 
inherited too largely the exclusiveness of past ages, to 
understand or spread the true spirit of human brother- 
hood. The love which Christ breathes, which looks 
through man's body to the immortal spirit, which sees 
something divine in the rational and moral powers of the 
lowest human being, and which challenges for the lowest, 
the sympathy, respect, and fostering aid of his race ; this 
has been rare, and yet it is only by the gradual diffusion 
of this, that the plague of war can be stayed. This 
reverence for humanity, could it even prevail through a 
narrow sphere, could it bind together but a small body of 
men, would send forth a testimony against war, which 
would break the slumber of the Christian world, and 
which would strike awe into many a contemner of his 
race. 

I am aware, that others are hoping for the abolition of 
war by other causes ; and other causes, I am aware, must 
be brought into action. I only say, that, unless joined 
with the spirit of Christianity, they give no assurance of 
continued repose. 



THE POSSIBILITY OF ABOLISHING WAR. 

The evils of war none will deny ; but not a few doubt 
the possibility of abolishing a custom so long-continued, 
so deeply rooted in the worst passions of mankind, and so 
universally wrought into the very texture of society and 
government. Our object is so good, they will not oppose 
us ; but they have so little faith in its practicability as to 
withhold their active co-operation ; and even tell us, we 
might as well think to chain up the lightning, or hold 
down the earthquake, as dream of banishing war from 
such a world as ours. 

This skepticism is not peculiar to the cause of peace. 
We can hardly name an enterprise of benevolence or 



